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CALLIB HART

contained in their wards-towered fifty meters high above the

shanty towns and overflowing sewers.

The guardian gave me an impatient shake. 'Answer quick, girl,
or I'll have you dispatched through the fifth gate of hell directly."

I groped loosely at his gauntlet, nowhere near strong enough to

break his grip, and smirked, rolling my eyes up toward the bone-

white sky. "How am I sposed to tell you...anything if L..cant...
fucking...breathe?"

The guardian's dark eyes simmered with rage. If anything, the

pressure he applied to my windpipe intensified. "You have any idea

how hot it is down in the palace cells during reckoning, thief? No

water? No clean air? The reek of rotting corpses is enough to make

the high executioner vomit. You'll be dead within three hours, mark

mywords."

The palace cells were a sobering thought. I'd been caught stealing

once before and had been sent down there for a grand total of eight

minutes. Eight minutes had been enough. During reckoning, when

the suns, Balea and Min, were at their closest and the afternoon

air shivered with heat, being trapped belowground in the festering

sore that passed as a prison beneath the Immortal Queen's palace

would not be fun. And besides, I was badly needed abouegrowd,.lf I
didnt make it back to the forge before dusk, the deal Ird spent hours

brokering last night would fall through. No deal meant no water.

No water meant the people I cared about would suffer.

Much as it irked me, I submitted. "Lissa Fossick. TWenty-four.

Single." I winked at him, and the bastard squeezed harder. Dark hair
and blue eyes werent common in the Silver City; he would

remember me. The age I'd given him was real, as was my pathetic

romantic status, but the name I'd provided wasnt. My real name?

No way I was handing that over without a fight. This bastard would

shit himself if he realized he had fhe Saeris Fane in his grasp.

'\U7ard?" the guardian demanded.

Gods alive. So insistent. He was about to wish he'd never asked.

"The Third."
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CALLIB HART

be just another dead thief bleeding out on the streets of Zilvaren. I
figured he'd do it-but then I watched as he processed the situation

and realized what he'd have to do next if he killed me. The dead were

left to rot in the streets of the other wards, but things were different
in the tree-lined, leafy walkways of the Hub. Zilvaren's well-heeled

elite might not have been able to keep the sands borne on the hot

westerly winds out, but they wouldnt tolerate a diseased plague rat

rudely decaying on one of their streets. If this guardian killed me,

he'd have to dispose of my body right away. And from the look on his

face, that hazardous task was one he didnt wish to undertake. See, if I
was from the Third, then I was far more dangerous than any normal,
run-of-the-mill everyday pickpocket. No, I was contagious.

The guardian ripped the gauntlet and glove from his hand-the
hand he'd used to half-choke me-and dropped them to the sand.

The burnished metal released a sustained hum as it hit the ground.

It sang in my ears, and just like that, all of myplans went up in smoke.

I'd been caught lifting a tiny scrap of twisted iron from a market

stall. I'd weighed the odds and considered the risk worth it,
knowing the small ingot would earn me a tidy profit. But this? So

much precious metal, tossed to the ground like it meant nothing?

This, I couldnt resist.

I moved with a speed the guardian wasnt expecting. In a lithe,
explosive maneuver, I sprawled forward and grabbed the gauntlet,

targeting the larger of the two pieces of metal. The glove was stun-

ning, skillfully made by a true master. The tiny circlets of gold

looped together to form a chainmail that was notoriously impen-

etrable by blade or magic. But the weight of the gauntlet, the solid

amount of gold that comprised the piece of armor-it was unimag-

inable that I'd ever hold that amount of gold in my hands again.

"Stop!" The guardian lunged for me, but too late. I'd already

snatched up the gauntlet. I'd already shoved it over my hand and

jammed it onto mywrist. I was already sprinting toward the Hub wall
as fast as mylegs could carryme. "Stop that girl!" The guardiails bellow

l+l
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CALLIB HART

myself up. My feet scrambled for purchase. Found it. But my right
hand...

The godscursed gauntlet.

Such a terrible design.

The gold clanged, the resonance of the metal a siren's song as I
slammed it against the wall, attempting to catch hold of something

to help pull myself up. My fingers-deft, slim, made for picking locks,

unlatching windows, tousling Haydens thick hair-wouldnt be

enough if I couldnt bend my wrist. And I couldnt.
Fuck.

If I wanted to live, there was nothing left for it. I'd have to drop

the gauntlet. But that was a preposterous thought. The gauntlet

weighed at least four pounds. Four pounds of metal. I couldnt just

walk away from that. This gauntlet was more than a piece of sto-

len armor. It was mybrother's education. Three years'worth of food.

Tickets out of Zil.varen, south, to where the reckoning winds that
buffeted the dry-boned hills were twenty degrees cooler than here

in the Silver City. \7e'd have enough money left over to buy a small

house if we wanted to. Nothing fancy.Just something weatherproof.

Something I could leave to Hayden when, not x/ the guardians finally
caught up with me.

No, dropping this gauntlet would cost me something far more

valuable than my life; it would cost me hope, and I wouldnt surren-

der that. I'd rip my arm out of its socket first.
So, I went to work.
"Dont be ridiculous, girl!" the guardian hollered. "You'Il fall

before you even make it halfway!"

If the guardian went back to the barracks without his gauntlet,

there would be consequences. I had no idea what those consequences

would be, but they wouldnt be pretty. They could cut off the assholet

hands and bury him up to his neck in the sand to bake in the reckon-

ing's heat for all l cared. I was going home.

Pain sang from my fingertips, up my arm like a rope of fire,
blazing in my shoulder as I pulled myself up, kicking with my feet,

i.l

t.-ffi



Itl
.I ilES

pue drt ol Suro8 ]use.I!r\ I 'JaDEIrr r,uPIP t?ql lng 'ruftaJoJ Lru oluo

pa8pam peq I lepune8 aql su snore8uep se Surglaruos uI FeP ol

aJBp plno.irl, ue:c^ltzJo luaPISaJ auo lou 'patp pue pelJ"ls ser[ruzJ

dueur rrnoq Jalluru ou 'eJa.d,t s8urgl lq31r zrtoq Jalleru oN 'l,uP1p I

.,1a1dnoc B 
^{ou{ 

rq31u1{ulql I 'zvrou uour,o 'qy,

.,'JouIJE Jo acard ualols e dnq ot q8noue prdnls dlrc a:r1ua stgl

ur af,ueJ ? l,usr aJaLIJ 1de,u.duu arur] rnod palw,t\ al?q 1,nod uaq1,,

'{rBq Pa}noqs I ..zlpoP IJI }?q^a lng 'aq.,(t141,,

'patnoqs uerpren8 eql .,ly1asrnod ilPI or Suro8 a:,notr 1pr5,,
'ure8u erltearg ol q8noua ]ueplJuof, {aJ I aroJeq

sasmf, pauleJts Jo InJpuBr{ e pue Slasdur ilI}s o} lualuoul B {oo} U
'ullroP {ool l,uPP I

'lp JaUB srotepeds auos aABq

prp I ssenC 'af,ualrs aqr par:ed dsz8 aururruaS '1aalua8 t 'aur lvroleg

'Sur8urms dpoq a1oqm,(ur Surltas /lle1r& agt tsure8e paddlls

rooq Uel dru go elos eql sB leorgt Lur ur ;1asrr pa8par't geaq d141

ix)nt
-toog'8ur1oog'3ur1oog

'te>lJos stlJo lno eato) l,uPxp Jeplnoqs l(6 :prtq1
'pueq rya1dru qly!& PIoqPuBq rBIIers e paqqu-r8 I :Puoras

'PIar{ IIEI( er{J :}srIC

'lJef,uoJ ur pauaddeq self,EJlru eeJql ffi poolq dut Pa>IBos

aurlBueJPv 'il?r\a aql qlur,r palcedlul I uel{id,lsIJ E sE rqSn paqcuaP

uaql pue" xI? eql q8norqr palIES I s? ]no Pauo]loq qeeurols [141

>lJoltDIlIJq aqt olur ;1asl[u
Sururruels dq q-ll pue aJII 8uu1su se.^l. I 'aretll rou araq reqreu

se.6a lBqt rnq 'd,ruaq dpano sE1( I JI sE ],use.&\ r1 'tsed eql ur Surppnq

aJrtue uB u.&\op Suuq ol u^\ou{ ueeq pBrI >llr{ pJBrI auo 'I ruo5 JBJ

aJe.&\ ]nq punos pe>lool sllel'r pue seJnlf,nJls s,t[trc aq1 'a,rqdacap

se.nn. euolspues ar{I'sreadgo spu?snoql JoJ uaJBAIIZ $ure8e qlael str

Surpur-r8 ueaq pBq I pu" 'd1c srqt ur Surgldrala a13 puurr aql'aurl
qSnoua tr a,re8 nol.g1 'roy adoq plnoJ I sE alquls se rO 'elqels lnq uro.^a

pa>lool ]Bql euots aq] Jo uoltf,es E roJ Perure I 'llzna aql dn Surdeal

usAlrsv3r00

'laay dur qlrzn 8ur5rq 'dn.

'arr; go ador e a111 uru I

-uo{f,er erll uI a{?qo1PUE

s,eloqssr erIUJo rnr ppoi
sacuanbasuof, esoql lrl1r, r
'ta11une8 srq mo[.n.a, srp

II?J II,no , 'Peralloq uqD

EJ

-uaJJns l,uplnon I puc 'ad
eJoru Je; SurqFuos au t

d1pu13 suurpren8 apf! DE

3o o:draqtea,t Surqlauos :

IIsIus B ,(nq o1 ra]lo gal ia
arerl uBrll Jaloof, saa6p r

lBrll spuua Suruopar ap
'PooJ Jo rllJo,.!L .srea{ aarql

-ots Jo acard z usqr arcu
lsnf 1up1no] I '1urau Jo sp

ra1]une8 aq1 lq8noqr so

do:p ot a BrI p.I ar roJ UE

A,UPtnC

aq luPFo a-nBq )PFP

's1co1 Surlcrd roy apvu tu
Surqtauros Jo ploq qrrEc o

1 se Suos sueJrs B Iaaru r

rq8rr,{ru }ng '11 puno{ -}s


